The Default Mode

of Man

Romans 3:9-20 (ESV)

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off> No, not at all. For we have already
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 19 as it is written: “None is
righteous, no, not one; ' no one understands; no one seeks for God. '2 All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless: no one does good, not even
one.” 13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The
venom of asps is under their lips.” '* “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”
15Their feet are swift to shed blood; !¢in their paths are ruin and misery, !” and the
way of peace they have not known.” '8 "There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in
his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

The biggest question: “What then?”

Depravity defined ...

The “Universal Negative”
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Justification — the only answer to my depravity

The what and why of Palm Sunday:

Zechariah 9:9 (ESV)

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Romans 3:21-22a (ESV)

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it — 22 the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.

Conclusion: The universal offer and my response today

"Thus far did [ come laden with my sin,
Nor could aught ease the grief that | was in,
Till I came hither. What a place is this/
Must here be the beginning of my bliss!
Must here the burden fall from off my back/
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack/
Blest cross! blest sepulchre! blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me!”

John Bunyan, Pilgrim’s Progress
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