
DOCTRINE MATTERS: ESSENTIAL TRUTHS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Message 27: The Return of Christ: Our Certain Hope 
 

“The second coming of Christ shall be utterly unlike the first. He came the first time in weakness, a tender infant, born of 
a poor woman in the manger at Bethlehem, unnoticed, unhonored, and scarcely known. He shall come the second time in 
royal dignity, with the armies of heaven around Him, to be known, recognized and feared, by all the tribes of the earth. 

“He came the first time to suffer – to bear our sins, to be reckoned a curse, to be despised, rejected, unjustly condemned 
and slain. He shall come the second time to reign – to put down every enemy beneath His feet, to take the kingdom of 
this world for His inheritance, to rule them with righteousness, to judge all men and to live forevermore. 

“How vast the difference! How mighty the contrast!”   - J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels 
 

“The first time Christ came to slay sin in men. The second time He will come to slay men in sin.”   - Arthur W. Pink 

 

 

Hebrews 9:27-28 (ESV)  
27 … just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

 

What we know: 

Jesus is _______________________________! 

Matthew 24:30 (ESV)  
30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

Revelation 22:7,12,20 (ESV)  
7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

 

There will be a _____________________, _______________________, ___________________, __________________ 
return of Christ! 

Sudden: 

Matthew 24:42-44 (ESV)  
42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

Luke 12:40 (ESV)  
40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  

2 Peter 3:10 (ESV)  
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  

 

Personal: 

John 14:1-3 (ESV)  
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also.  



1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (ESV)  
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  

 

Visible: 

Matthew 24:30-31 (ESV)  
30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Revelation 1:7 (ESV)  
7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 
account of him. Even so. Amen.  

 

Bodily: 

Acts 1:9-11 (ESV)  
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while 
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 

 

We should eagerly ________________________ Christ’s return. 

Titus 2:11-14 (ESV)  
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Philippians 3:20 (ESV)  
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ … 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (ESV)  
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

1 Peter 1:13 (ESV)  
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

1 Peter 4:13 (ESV)  
13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

 

 

What we don’t know: 

_____________ in Jesus coming back? 

Mark 13:32-33 (ESV)  
32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on 
guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.  

Matthew 25:13 (ESV)  
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 



We can have an __________________ based on the signs: 

The preaching of the ____________________ to all nations. 

Matthew 24:14 (ESV)  
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 
will come. 

Mark 13:9-10 (ESV)  
9 “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand 
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 

The Great _____________________ 

Mark 13:7-8 (ESV)  
7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are 
but the beginning of the birth pains. 

Mark 13:19-20 (ESV)  
19 For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, 
and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, 
whom he chose, he shortened the days. 

Matthew 24:15-22 (ESV)  
15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take 
what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant 
and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For then 
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if 
those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  

False prophets and miracle workers 

Mark 13:22-23 (ESV)  
22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But be on 
guard; I have told you all things beforehand. 

Matthew 24:23-24 (ESV)  
23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will 
arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 

Signs in the _________________ 

Mark 13:24-26 (ESV)  
24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory.  

Matthew 24:29-30 (ESV)  
29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and 
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.  

The coming of the _____________________________ 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 (ESV)  
1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be 
quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the 
day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object 
of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was 
still with you I told you these things? 6 And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8 And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance 



of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with 
all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  

The salvation of ________________________ 

Romans 11:11-12, 25-27 (ESV)  
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the 
Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean!  

25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come 
upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer 
will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their 
sins.”  

 

 

Is the 2nd Coming _______ event or _______? 

One: A single moment when Jesus returns for his church and to the earth to execute judgment … 

Two: A secret coming for the Church before the tribulation; a second, public coming with the Church after tribulation 

 

Could His return could be ________________________? 

Option 1: Christ could not return at any time because … 

 

 

 

Option 2: Christ could return at any time because … 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: What do we do while we wait? 

Watch for Jesus. 

Follow Jesus. 

Serve Jesus. 

Share Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Theology is for doxology and devotion—that is, the praise of God and the practice of godliness. 

- J.I. Packer 

NEXT WEEK:  The Millennium 


