Elijah: Prophet of Fire
Part 6: The Messenger of God

After Moses (80 times), Abraham (73 times), and David (59 times) Elijah is the most frequently mentioned Old
Testament figure in the New Testament (30 times).

Malachi 3:1 (ESV)

1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 4:5-6 (ESV)

5”Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6 And
he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

Who is the messenger of Malachi 3?

Luke 1:13-17 (ESV)

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 1 And you will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, 1° for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the
Lord a people prepared.”

The “spirit and power of Elijah” looks like ...

Matthew 11:7-15 (ESV)

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. * What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, “’Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” 11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of
women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,
and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

In all of scripture, no two characters bear a greater resemblance to each other than ...
e Often in the deserts
¢ Pronouncing divine judgment without respect of persons

¢ Same impenitent, immoral, unbelieving people




Some additional New Testament highlights:

Luke 4:24-30 (ESV)
?* And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came
over all the land, ** and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a
widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian.” > When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 2> And they rose up and
drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw
him down the cliff. 3 But passing through their midst, he went away.

Jesus used the account of Elijah and the widow to teach ...

Romans 11:2-5 (ESV)

2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to
God against Israel? *“Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they

seek my life.” “ But what is God’s reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee

to Baal.” 3 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.

Paul used the account of Elijah and his despondency to teach ...

Elijah and the transfiguration:

Luke 9:28-36 (ESV)

¥ Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to
pray. ** And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 3° And
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 3' who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they
became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. * And as the men were parting from him,
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 3 As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. ** And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to
him!” ¢ And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days
anything of what they had seen.

These two figures — Moses and Elijah — stand for something:
Moses:

Elijah:

The meaning?




The End Times ‘Elijah’:

Revelation 11:3-12 (ESV)

3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” * These
are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. ° And if anyone would harm
them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to
be killed. ¢ They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they
have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they
desire. 7 And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on
them and conquer them and kill them, ® and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is
called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. ° For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes
and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, ! and those who
dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had
been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. !! But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered
them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. '? Then they heard a loud voice from
heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them.

Their identity?

Their message?
Their end?

This period marks ...

Some concluding thoughts:







