
STRENGTH in WEAKNESS                             
Beyond All Comparison 
2 Corinthians 4:7-18 (ESV)  
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live 
are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life 
in you. 13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been 
written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak,  
14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 
bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace 
extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 
God. 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look 
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.  
 
 

Christ Jesus, our Glorious Treasure: 

In Christ, we have …  

We know that …  

Sin is __________________ 

 Death is __________________ 

 New and everlasting life is __________________ 

And yet, in this life we face the perplexing reality of ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________. 

We experience the world’s ____________________. 

We struggle with our ____________________. 

Even as we are reminded of God’s ____________________. 

We prefer _________________ and __________________, but God allows – 
and sometimes causes – _________ instead.  

Why? 
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6 common purposes of pain in the life of a believer: 

1. That _____________________________________ - v. 11-12 

2. That _____________________________________ - v. 13-14 

3. That _____________________________________ – v. 15  

4. That _____________________________________ - v. 16 

5. That _____________________________________ - v. 17 

6. That _____________________________________ - v. 18  

 

One great promise: 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV)  
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 


