
THE INSANITY OF OBEDIENCE 
Our Marching Orders 

Matthew 9:37-38 (ESV)  
37  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;  

38  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 

 

God commands us to be on ________________. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)  
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 

What kind of ______________ does He expect? 

 

As the Gospel of Matthew comes to a crescendo, Jesus gave His followers a final word of instruction. We often refer to 
these words as the “Great Commission.” With stark simplicity, Jesus set out the calling and the mission of those who would 
follow Him. “Go,” He commands, “and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). From that day until now, Jesus’ 
followers have endeavored to fulfill that assignment. Whatever else the church takes on, it is broadly understood that both 
“going” and “making disciples” are essential and defining tasks. The church cannot be the church unless it is going and 
making disciples. 

Interestingly, Jesus’ final instruction was nothing new; it is utterly consistent with His overall ministry. Early on, as Jesus 
invited Simon and Andrew to follow Him, He explained that He would make them “fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). Later, 
Jesus designated twelve apostles. They were appointed “that they might be with him and that he might send them out to 
preach” (Mark 3:14). He called them close, and then He sent them out. Consistently, this invitation to walk closely with Jesus is 
linked with the command to go out with Jesus. In fact, it becomes clear that an intimate relationship with Jesus necessarily 
leads to a life of ministry and service and mission for all believers. God is a sending God. Repeatedly, He draws people close 
and then He sends them out. In the Gospels, we encounter this same pattern over and over again. 
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The Great Commission – Who? 

The church or individuals? 

 

The Great Commission – How? 

Some must _____ … 

Some must ____________ …  

Romans 15:24 (ESV)  
I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.  
 

All must _____________ …  

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV)  
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

The Great Commission is in effect until … 

So the BIG question is: ____________________________? 



His mission/our mission: 
John 10:15b-16 (ESV)  
15  I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

 Jesus … 

 

 In order to … 

 

 

John 11:51b-52 (ESV)  
51 … he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad. 

 The sheep of his flock are … 

  

 How will they __________? 

 

 

John 17:1-26 (ESV)  
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And 
this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with 
you before the world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For 
I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and 
not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, 
and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate 
myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory 
that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world 
does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to 
make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”  

 

 Jesus prayed that: 

  

 

 

 

 

“Can it be that which Jesus lived and commanded the most is what we ignore obeying the most?” 


