GENESIS: Where Grace Begins
Dinah and the Depravity of Man — Genesis 34

The Rape of Dinah

34 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of
the land. 2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he
seized her and lay with her and humiliated her. 3 And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of
Jacob. He loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4 So Shechem spoke to his father
Hamor, saying, “Get me this girl for my wife.”

Big Picture: Why is this vignette here?

1) It offers some for the problem of intermarriage with the Canaanites and a
for the command to destroy them (Deut. 7:1-5).

2) It gives the why Simeon and Levi were passed over in the order of the inheritance
(Gen. 49:5-7).

3) It illustrates the of Jacob to lead his family well and to obediently follow God and
the great of

4) It demonstrates the pervasive and lingering power of and

5) It provides the for Jacob’s departure and return to Bethel, his original, God-intended
destination. It is the Divine means that protects Jacob from becoming 2.0!

A few interpretative challenges:

A very different and

Passage is , hot

concerns are not the primary concerns of the text ...

is not mentioned ...

Hamor’s Proposal

>Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with his livestock in
the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came. ¢ And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to
Jacob to speak with him. 7 The sons of Jacob had come in from the field as soon as they heard of it,
and the men were indignant and very angry, because he had done an outrageous thing in Israel by
lying with Jacob'’s daughter, for such a thing must not be done.



8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your daughter. Please
give her to him to be his wife.  Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our
daughters for yourselves. 1 You shall dwell with us, and the land shall be open to you. Dwell and
trade in it, and get property in it.” ' Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, “Let me
find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me | will give. 12 Ask me for as great a bride-price
and gift as you will, and | will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the young woman to be
my wife.”

Jacob's response is hard to ... he is silent and hesitant to react.

What Shechem did was not (Ex. 22:16-17, Deut. 22:28-29) for the times and the cultures
of the ancient middle east (Assyrian, Hittite, Sumerian, etc.)

Jacob's sons (whose were very different than the Canaanites (v. 7) are (rightly)
at what has happened and the calloused way their sister was being discussed ...

Hamor tries to his son’s actions and their compromise ...

The Response of Simeon and Levi

3 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because he had defiled
their sister Dinah. ' They said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is
uncircumcised, for that would be a disgrace to us. * Only on this condition will we agree with you—
that you will become as we are by every male among you being circumcised. ' Then we will give
our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and
become one people. 7 But if you will not listen to us and be circumcised, then we will take our
daughter, and we will be gone.”

Their response probably seemed to the family of Hamor for cultural reasons (and it
seemed to them a small price to pay for how they would benefit) ...

The sons a act — circumcision — for a deceitful, vengeful purpose.

“ ... the sign of the covenant of God was appropriated by Shechem to gratify his lust, by Hamor to
increase his cattle, and by the sons of Jacob as a cover for murder.” (Donald Grey Barnhouse)

8 Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor's son Shechem. ¥ And the young man did not delay to do
the thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. Now he was the most honored of all his
father's house. 2 So Hamor and his son Shechem came to the gate of their city and spoke to the
men of their city, saying, 2! “These men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and trade in
it, for behold, the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us
give them our daughters. 2 Only on this condition will the men agree to dwell with us to become
one people—when every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 2 Will not their
livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours? Only let us agree with them, and they will
dwell with us.” 2* And all who went out of the gate of his city listened to Hamor and his son
Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.

Hamor — who attempted to sell the advantages of his proposal to Jacob — now sells the proposal to
his kinsmen. They agree.



25 0On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's
brothers, took their swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males.

% They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house
and went away. ? The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had
defiled their sister. 22 They took their flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in the
city and in the field. 2 All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, all that was in the houses,
they captured and plundered.

Hamor was wrong about Israel (v. 21).

“As to why Simeon and Levi did all the killing, we can only speculate. We do know that Reuben, the
eldest, was the least murderous of the brothers, being the one who later convinced the others not to kil
Joseph but to sell him into slavery (cf. 37:21, 22). But Judah’s lack of participation remains a mystery,
especially since he would show himself to be ethically challenged in the Tamar affair (cf. 38:12-26). But
so was Reuben in his Bilhah affair (cf. 35:22). In any event, excepting Reuben, it was Dinah’s two oldest
big brothers who exacted the revenge”. (R. Kent Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing)

Though God had appointed Abraham and his successors to be a to the nations,
through this act they became a

This act was and . It was not by or . (Gen.
49:5-7)

The passage gives us an indirect of the accuracy and validity of Scripture. How?

Jacob's Reaction

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by making me stink to the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers are few, and if they gather
themselves against me and attack me, | shall be destroyed, both | and my household.”

31 But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?”
It is

Itis

Itis

Some takeaways:

Israel has but one true in its story —

Were it not for , there is no story.

As fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, we are responsible for ourselves and the we
have on those more than we.

We all need a

Next week: Genesis 35 — The Return to Bethel



