
When Will These Things Be? No One Knows the Hour
Matthew 24:36-51

That Unknowable Day – v. 36
Jesus distinguishes between the known fall of Jerusalem (v. 34) and the unknown time of His 
return.

God hides the hour of Christ’s return to teach His people humble ________ and constant 
______________.

The Days of Noah – v. 37-39
The text depicts ____________ daily life – eating, drinking, marrying, et al.

Their primary sin was ____________ the ____________ of judgment and failing to _________.

The Sudden Separation – v. 40-41
“Taken” is the language of _______________ and ____________, not secret rapture.

Just like in the days of Noah, people who were taken were not ___________. They were 
_______________.

The Call to Watchfulness – v. 42-44
This is a call for moral ______________ and spiritual ______________.

The opposite of ‘watchfulness’ is _______________ or ____________.

	 But what has lulled us to sleep?

	 Cynicism 
	 Materialism 
	 Hedonism 
	 Relativism 
	 Consumerism 
	 Secularism 
	 Escapism 
	 Defeatism 

Analogy: The Thief in the Night – v. 43-44
Christ’s return will come __________________, like a thief.

For unbelievers, His coming will be a ________.

For believers who stay awake, it will be the _________________ of our hope.

The faithful ________ the ‘house’ through steady obedience and daily readiness.

The Test of Faithfulness – v. 45-51
The Wise and Faithful Servant:
_________ in duty – keeps serving even when no one is watching.

_________________ in delay – works as if the Master could return any moment.

____________ at return – faithfulness in small things brings great joy.

The Wicked and Foolish Servant:
____________ on delay – lives as if the Master will never come.

Self-centered and ____________ – neglects others, serves himself.

_________ without warning – hypocrisy exposed when the Master arrives.

The Big Picture: God’s Redemptive Timeline
Ascension and Session – Christ enthroned at the right hand of God, reigning now. (Acts 1:9; 
Eph. 1:20-22)

Times of the Gentiles – The present (church) age of Gospel mission (Luke 21:24; Matt. 24:14)

Return of Christ – The physical, visible, universal coming of the King (Matt. 24:29-31; 1 Thess. 
4:16-17)

Final Judgment – Resurrection, separation, and fixed eternal states (Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-
15)

New Creation – God dwells with His people forever in a renewed world (Rev. 21-22)
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