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David in God’s Redemptive Story
Summary of Chapters 1-2

Why David Matters
David is one of the most familiar figures in Scripture. Familiarity can flatten meaning.

When David is read in isolation, he becomes a moral example, a leadership case study, or a
cautionary tale. Scripture presents him differently.

David belongs inside God’s unfolding redemptive plan. These opening chapters teach us how
the Bible itself instructs us to read David.

David in Old Testament Theology
In the Old Testament, David does not begin a new story. He steps into a story already in motion.

God’s redemptive plan begins with promise, not kingship. The covenant with Abraham
establishes the shape of God’s purposes: God promises blessing, offspring, land, and global
impact. Everything that follows—including kingship—serves that covenant.

David is therefore a recipient of promise before he is an agent of rule. His anointing and reign
advance God’s earlier commitments rather than replacing them. The Davidic covenant narrows
the focus of God’s saving work to a royal line, yet it preserves the outward-looking mission to
bless the nations.

The Old Testament also emphasizes how God brings David to the throne. The book of Ruth
shows that God advances His purposes through ordinary faithfulness. Famine, loss, loyalty,
obedience, and quiet perseverance become the means by which God prepares a king. David’s
story begins long before his anointing. It begins in faithful obedience across generations.

In Old Testament theology, David represents God’s ideal king—not because he is sinless, but
because his reign is meant to reflect God’s rule: justice shaped by covenant loyalty, worship
centered on God’s presence, and leadership accountable to God’s word.

David in New Testament Theology
The New Testament does not read David as the end of the story. It reads him as a pointer.

Jesus is repeatedly identified as the Son of David, not to glorify David, but to show that God has
kept His promises. The Davidic covenant finds its fulfillment in a greater King whose reign
accomplishes what David’s could only anticipate.

Where David receives a kingdom, Jesus establishes one. Where David rules imperfectly, Jesus
reigns in righteousness. Where David advances promise, Jesus fulfills it.

The New Testament treats David typologically. His life, reign, and failures create categories that
prepare us to understand Christ. David’s throne points to Christ’s eternal kingship. David’s
faithfulness and repentance point to Christ’s perfect obedience. David’s inability to secure
lasting peace points to the necessity of a better King.



Why David Still Matters Today

David matters because Scripture teaches us how to read the Bible itself. Biblical theology trains
Christians to read Scripture not as a collection of isolated moral examples, but as a unified
witness to God’s redemptive work that culminates in Christ.

David’s life shows how God advances His purposes through covenant, promise, and fulfillment
across generations. When Christians read David rightly, they learn to trace God'’s faithfulness
rather than search for self-improvement strategies.

David teaches us to read Scripture with patience, humility, and expectation—looking beyond
human figures to the God who keeps His promises. In this way, David shapes not only what we
believe about the past, but how we read, trust, and obey God’s Word today.

How This Shapes the Study Ahead

This study will not ask participants to imitate David directly. It will ask them to observe how God
reveals Himself through David’s life and reign.

David'’s story teaches us how God works through covenant, forms leaders through faithfulness,
confronts sin with grace, and prepares the way for His Messiah.

We read David rightly when we read him as Scripture does—inside God’s redemptive purposes
and in light of Christ.



Week 1 — David and Anointing
(Based on Chapter 3 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine what Scripture means by anointing. David’s anointing reveals how God
appoints, chooses, equips, and prepares His servants according to His purposes and timing. This
study replaces popular assumptions about calling with a biblical understanding rooted in God’s
sovereignty and faithfulness.

Scripture Readings
Read these passages before the group meets
e 1Samuel 16:1-13
e Psalm 78:70-72
e Psalm 89:19-29
e Acts 13:21-23
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.
1. In 1 Samuel 16, what assumptions does Samuel make that God explicitly corrects?
2. What details in the setting of David’s anointing stand out to you?
3. How does Psalm 78:70-72 summarize David’s leadership and character?
4. According to Acts 13:21-23, what role does God play in raising up David?
5. How do these passages challenge common ideas about calling, gifting, or leadership?
Appointment

From the beginning, Samuel’s destiny is inseparable from that of Israel’s monarchy. God uses
Samuel to guide Israel through a prolonged transition—from a tribal confederacy rescued by
charismatic judges (Judges 2—16) to a centralized monarchy led by dynastic kings.

This extended transition is not accidental. It exposes the contrast between Saul and David and
ultimately reveals the legitimacy of David as the king of God’s choosing.

Samuel’s role highlights that Israel’s move to kingship is not merely political but theological. God
is reshaping how His people are led, governed, and protected. The slow unfolding of this
transition allows Israel to see clearly that true kingship depends on God’s appointment rather
than human demand. David’s rise cannot be understood apart from this deliberate contrast.

“The rise of David begins not with his initiative but with God’s decision to appoint a king
according to His own purposes.” Key Text: 1 Samuel 16:1



Anointing

Anointing signifies consecration—being set apart by God for a divinely appointed role. This
consecration is not merely personal. It is representative. God’s blessing upon the anointed
individual extends to the people that individual represents.

David’s anointing therefore concerns more than his own future. As the anointed king, David
stands before God on behalf of Israel. His consecration signals God’s intention to bless, protect,
and guide the nation through him. Anointing establishes a mediatorial role, where the
faithfulness or failure of the anointed leader has communal consequences.

“Anointing signals divine choice without implying immediate accession to power.”
Key Text: 1 Samuel 16:12-13
Divine Election

God’s choice of David overturns human expectations. Every external indicator Samuel assumes
to be decisive proves irrelevant. God’s election rests on His sovereign will rather than human
judgment. Scripture emphasizes God’s freedom to choose according to His purposes.

“The election of David underscores the freedom of God to choose apart from human standards
of worth or qualification.” Key Text: 1 Samuel 16:7

Divine Endowment

Following David’s anointing, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him. God does not merely
appoint; He equips. This endowment empowers David for obedience, endurance, and
leadership over time. The Spirit’s presence does not eliminate struggle, but it sustains
faithfulness through it.

“God’s calling is always accompanied by God’s enabling.” Key Text: 1 Samuel 16:13; Psalm 89:19
Implications

David’s anointing must be understood within the broader biblical theology of the Holy Spirit. In

the Old Testament, the Spirit comes upon specific individuals for specific tasks—leaders, judges,
and prophets—empowering them to serve God’s people. At the time of David, this endowment
is closely tied to covenant leadership.

When the Spirit comes upon David and departs from Saul (1 Samuel 16:13—-14; 18:12), Scripture
confirms David as the legitimate king chosen by God.

This restricted distribution of the Spirit anticipates a greater hope. Moses longed for the day
when God’s Spirit would be poured out on all God’s people (Numbers 11:29), a promise later
articulated by Joel and fulfilled at Pentecost.

Christ stands at the center of this fulfillment. Jesus is uniquely anointed with the Spirit and
promises to baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit (John 1:32-34; 14:16-17).

David’s anointing therefore prepares us to understand the calling of the church. As the Spirit
upon Christ is shared with His people, believers become a messianic community—anointed by



the Anointed One and empowered to represent His reign through faithful obedience, witness,
and service in the world.

“David’s anointing prepares readers to anticipate a greater anointed king whose rule will fully
realize God’s saving purposes.” Key Text: Acts 13:22-23

Living It Out This Week
Choose one action step to practice this week:
e Serve in one unseen way without seeking recognition.

o Identify an area where impatience with God’s timing has taken root and bring it before
the Lord in prayer.

e Acknowledge one responsibility God has entrusted to you and rely consciously on His
strength rather than your own.

Looking Ahead
Next week we will study David and Covenant.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17 before Week 2.






Week 2 — David and Covenant

(Based on Chapter 4 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine God’s covenant with David. Scripture presents this covenant as part of a
long history of divine promise, culminating in a king whose reign exists for God’s glory and the
good of God’s people. David’s response reveals humility, submission, and a desire that God’s
name be exalted above his own.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
e Genesis 12:1-3

Exodus 19:3-6

e Deuteronomy 17:14-20
e 2 Samuel 7:1-17
e Psalm 132
e Luke 1:30-33
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1. What do you notice about the promises God makes in earlier biblical covenants before
David?

In 2 Samuel 7, what does God promise David, and what does He explicitly withhold?

How does David respond to God’s covenant promises in verses 18-297?

A W

What themes stand out to you in Psalm 132 regarding God’s dwelling and David’s role?
5. How does this covenant shape your understanding of leadership and obedience?
A Brief History of Biblical Covenants Before David

Before God makes covenant with David, He has already bound Himself to His people through a
series of promises. With Abraham, God promises blessing, offspring, and a future that reaches
the nations. At Sinai, God establishes Israel as a covenant people, redeemed first and then
instructed in how to live as His treasured possession. Kingship enters this covenant framework
not as a replacement for God’s rule, but as a means to reflect it.

Scripture consistently shows that God’s covenants are grounded in His initiative and
faithfulness. Human obedience flows from divine promise, not the other way around.

“The covenant with David stands within a long line of divine commitments rather than
functioning as an isolated arrangement.”



God’s Covenant with David

In 2 Samuel 7, God establishes a covenant with David that reshapes Israel’s future. David desires
to build a house for God, but God reverses the plan. God will build a house for David instead.
The covenant includes several key provisions:

e God establishes David’s dynasty

e God promises a son who will reign

e God pledges steadfast love that will not depart
e God guarantees an enduring throne

This covenant is unconditional in its establishment and purposeful in its design. God binds
Himself to David’s line in order to secure His redemptive purposes for Israel and beyond.

“God’s covenant with David rests on divine promise rather than royal achievement.”
Key Text: 2 Samuel 7:11-16
David’s Response: Humility and Purpose

David’s response to God’s covenant is marked by humility. He does not seize the promise as
entitlement. He marvels at grace. David recognizes that God’s covenant serves a purpose larger
than personal blessing. God acts for the glory of His name and for the sake of His people.

David’s prayer centers on God’s greatness, God’s word, and God’s people Israel. His desire is not
self-exaltation but faithful submission to God’s revealed will.

“David receives covenant promise with humility, recognizing that God’s purposes extend far
beyond his own reign.” Key Text: 2 Samuel 7:18-29

Psalm 132 — Covenant Remembered and Celebrated

Psalm 132 reflects on God’s covenant with David in the context of worship. The psalm recalls
David’s devotion, God’s oath, and God’s commitment to dwell among His people. God’s
covenant is celebrated as the foundation of Israel’s hope and worship.

The psalm makes clear that God’s dwelling, God’s king, and God’s people are inseparably linked.
Covenant faithfulness sustains worship, unity, and confidence in God’s presence.

“Psalm 132 presents the Davidic covenant as a living reality shaping Israel’s worship and hope.”
Key Text: Psalm 132:11-18
Responsibilities Under the Covenant

Although God’s covenant promise is gracious, it carries responsibility. The king is called to rule in
obedience to God'’s law, to protect justice, and to shepherd God’s people faithfully. Covenant
does not eliminate accountability. It establishes it.

David’s life will show both faithfulness and failure, yet the covenant stands because it rests on
God'’s faithfulness rather than David’s perfection.

“Covenant promise establishes responsibility without undermining divine grace.”



Key Text: Deuteronomy 17:18-20
Implications

God’s covenant with David makes clear that grace establishes responsibility. Promise does not
remove obligation; it defines it. David receives God’s covenant as a gift, yet that gift calls him to
faithful obedience. The king is accountable to God’s word, responsible to lead justly, and
obligated to seek the good of God’s people. Covenant grace never excuses unfaithfulness. It
creates the framework in which faithfulness matters.

At the same time, covenant shapes identity, not obedience alone. God’s covenant with David
establishes not only what the king must do, but who he is in relation to God and to God’s
people. The same pattern continues under the New Covenant. Believers stand in a covenant
established by God’s initiative and secured by Christ’s obedience. Salvation rests entirely on
grace, yet that grace forms a people before it issues commands.

The New Covenant does not lessen responsibility. It deepens it by transforming the heart and
empowering obedience through the Spirit. God’s people are called to live lives shaped by
gratitude, submission, and faithfulness—not as isolated individuals pursuing private spirituality,
but as members of a covenant community bound together in Christ. Covenant thinking guards
the church against individualism by reminding us that obedience is communal, worship is
shared, and faithfulness is lived out within the body of Christ.

“Covenant grace creates a people who live under God’s rule with willing obedience.”

The faithfulness of God anchors our hope. The responsibilities of the covenant shape both who
we are and how we live.

Living It Out This Week

Reflect on one area of life where you are tempted to separate God’s promises from obedience.
Consider how covenant grace calls you to faithful living rather than passive reception.

This week, respond to God’s covenant faithfulness with deliberate obedience—seeking God’s
glory and the good of others in the responsibilities He has entrusted to you.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Rule, focusing on how authority functions under God’s
kingship.

Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20, Psalm 2, and Psalm 110 before Week 3.
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Week 3 — David and Rule

(Based on Chapter 5 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine how Scripture understands kingship and rule through David. David does
not reign as an independent ruler or ultimate authority. He rules as a vice-regent—exercising
God’s reign under God’s authority. David’s success and failure reveal that human rule flourishes
only when it remains submitted to the Divine King.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets

Deuteronomy 17:14-20
2 Samuel 5:1-12

Psalm 2

Psalm 110

1 Samuel 15:22-23

2 Samuel 15:1-14

Optional for deeper reflection:

Daniel 7:13-14
Matthew 22:41-46

Pre-Session Reflection

Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1.

vk wnN

According to Deuteronomy 17, what limits are placed on Israel’s king?
In Psalm 2, how are the Lord and His Anointed presented together?
What stands out to you in Psalm 110 about the scope of the king’s rule?
How does Saul’s failure help define what faithful rule looks like?

What do you observe about Absalom’s approach to power and authority?

The King as Vice-Regent

In Israel, the king was never meant to see himself as the ultimate authority on the throne. God
alone is King. The human ruler governs as God’s representative, exercising authority that is
derived, not autonomous.

The king’s task is to reflect God’s rule—to govern according to God’s law, uphold justice, and
lead God'’s people in covenant faithfulness. Any attempt to rule apart from submission to God
becomes rebellion rather than leadership.
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“The royal figure in Israel was not the exclusive occupant of the throne, but a vice-regent
exercising God’s rule.”

Key Text: Deuteronomy 17:18-20
Psalm 2 — The Lord and His Anointed

Psalm 2 reveals the intimate relationship between God'’s reign and the reign of David’s royal
line. The psalm presents Yahweh and His Anointed as inseparably linked. Opposition to the king
is opposition to God Himself.

The king rules as God’s Son—not by nature, but by covenant designation. God establishes the
king, defends him, and advances His purposes through him. The psalm also expands the horizon
of kingship beyond Israel, anticipating the extension of God'’s rule to the ends of the earth.

“Psalm 2 binds the rule of David to the rule of the Lord, presenting them as inseparable in God’s
redemptive plan.”

Key Text: Psalm 2:6-8
Psalm 110 — Rule with a Global Horizon

Psalm 110 further defines the role of the Davidic king. Yahweh invites the king to share in His
reign, placing enemies under his feet. The psalm presents the king as both ruler and priestly
figure, acting on God’s behalf.

Two truths stand out. First, the king represents God’s rule on earth. Yahweh and the Anointed
One are so closely aligned that hostility toward the king is hostility toward God. Second, the
vice-regency of the Davidic king carries global scope. God’s rule through His anointed king is
intended to extend over all the earth.

“The Davidic king functions as God’s appointed agent for the worldwide extension of Yahweh's
reign.”

Key Text: Psalm 110:1-2
David and Other Human Rulers

Scripture contrasts David’s rule with other approaches to power. Saul treats kingship as
possession rather than stewardship. His refusal to submit fully to God’s command leads to
rejection. Absalom seeks the throne through manipulation, self-promotion, and force. His rule
begins with charm and ends in destruction.

David’s success as king does not lie in military strength or political skill alone. It flows from
submission to God’s authority. When David listens to God, seeks God’s guidance, and rules
according to God’s word, the kingdom flourishes. When he strays, the consequences ripple
outward.

“The success of Davidic kings is directly related to their submission to the Divine King.”

Key Texts: 1 Samuel 15:22-23; 2 Samuel 15:6
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The Failure of Every Human King

Scripture is unflinching in its assessment of human kingship. Saul, David, and Absalom each
reveal the limits of human rule. Saul treats kingship as possession rather than stewardship. His
refusal to submit fully to the word of the Lord exposes a heart that values control over
obedience, and his reign collapses under divine judgment.

David, though chosen by God and often faithful, also proves unable to bear the full weight of
kingship. His submission to God brings blessing, yet his failures produce lasting consequences
for the kingdom. David’s reign shows what faithful rule looks like, but it also reveals the fragility
of even the best human king.

Absalom represents a different failure. He seeks power through manipulation, image
management, and popular appeal. His pursuit of the throne rejects submission to God
altogether. His reign ends not in unity or peace, but in division and death.

Together, these figures make one truth unmistakable: no human king can sustain God'’s rule over
God’s people, much less extend it to the nations. The global scope envisioned in Psalm 2 and
Psalm 110 exceeds the capacity of every earthly ruler.

This failure prepares the way for Christ. Only the true Son of David can bear universal dominion.
Jesus reigns not as a vice-regent who may fail, but as the obedient Son whose authority is
secured by righteousness, suffering, resurrection, and exaltation. Where Saul grasped, David
faltered, and Absalom rebelled, Christ submits perfectly to the Father and establishes a kingdom
that cannot be shaken.

Implications

David’s rule teaches that all authority is delegated authority. No human ruler occupies the
throne alone. God reigns, and all leadership exists under His sovereignty.

This truth applies beyond kingship. Any authority exercised by God’s people—whether in the
church, the home, the workplace, or society—must reflect submission to God’s rule. Authority
detached from obedience becomes destructive.

Under the New Covenant, Christ reigns as the true Son of David. Believers live under His
kingship and are called to reflect His rule through humble obedience, faithfulness, and service.
Leadership shaped by the gospel mirrors Christ’s authority, which is exercised for the good of
others and the glory of God.

“Faithful rule always reflects submission to God’s authority and dependence on His word.”
Living It Out This Week
Choose one action to practice this week:

e Examine one area of authority you hold and submit it consciously to Christ’s rule.

o Identify a place where desire for control has displaced trust in God’s authority and bring
it before the Lord in prayer.

e Practice servant leadership by using authority to protect, serve, or strengthen others
rather than promote yourself.
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Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Faith, exploring how trust in God sustains obedience in the
face of fear, opposition, and uncertainty.

Read 1 Samuel 17:1-51 and Psalm 27 before Week 4.
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Week 4 — David and Faith
(Based on Chapter 6 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine faith as it is displayed and defined through David’s life. Scripture
presents David’s faith not as confidence in self, skill, or circumstance, but as active trust in the
Lord who reigns over events. David’s faith stands in sharp contrast to Saul’s fear and self-
reliance, revealing that victory and faithfulness flow from dependence on God rather than
human strength.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
1 Samuel 17:1-51

e 1Samuel 23:1-5

e 1Samuel 30:1-8

e Psalm 27

e Psalm 20
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1. In 1 Samuel 17, what differences do you observe between how Saul and David interpret
the situation with Goliath?

How does David describe the basis of his confidence in verses 45477

In 1 Samuel 23 and 30, what role does inquiring of the Lord play in David’s decisions?

A W

How does Psalm 27 describe faith in the face of fear and threat?
5. How does David’s faith differ from mere courage or optimism?
David and Goliath — Faith Defined

The story of David and Goliath is often misunderstood as a story about bravery or overcoming
personal obstacles. Scripture presents it differently. Goliath represents confidence in human
power, weaponry, and intimidation. Saul and Israel measure the situation using the same
standards and respond with fear.

David interprets the conflict through a different lens. For the Philistine—and for Israel’s army—
war is waged “with sword and spear and javelin.” For David, war is waged “in the name of the
LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45). David’s confidence rests not
in his ability, but in the Lord’s faithfulness to His own name.

“For David the power of the warrior and the quality of his weaponry were irrelevant to war in
God’s economy. The decisive factor was faith in the Lord.”
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Key Text: 1 Samuel 17:45-47
Not David and Goliath, but David and Saul

The deeper significance of the David and Goliath account lies not in the contrast between the
shepherd and the giant, but between David and Saul. Saul possesses the title of king, the armor,
and the authority to act, yet he remains paralyzed by fear. David possesses none of these, yet he
acts decisively in faith.

David’s faith exposes Saul’s failure. Saul’s kingship has become detached from trust in the Lord.
David’s willingness to act reveals what faithful leadership under God looks like. The story
demonstrates that faith, not position, determines faithfulness.

“The David and Goliath narrative is ultimately a contrast between David’s faith and Saul’s fear.”
Key Text: 1 Samuel 17:31-39
Inquiring of the Lord

David'’s faith is not limited to moments of dramatic courage. It is consistently expressed through
his practice of inquiring of the Lord. Unlike Saul, who increasingly acts on impulse, fear, or
calculation, David seeks God’s guidance before acting.

Inquiring of the Lord reflects humility and dependence. David recognizes that success does not
come from instinct or experience, but from obedience to God’s direction. This practice marks
the clearest contrast between Saul and David throughout their lives.

“It is in the practice of inquiring of God that the clearest contrast between Saul and David can
be discerned.”

Key Texts: 1 Samuel 23:2-5; 1 Samuel 30:7-8
Faith Across David’s Lifetime

David'’s faith is not confined to a single dramatic victory. Scripture presents faith as a lifelong
posture shaped in varied circumstances. David demonstrates faith in waiting, refusing to seize
the throne by force while trusting God’s timing during years of exile. He shows faith in restraint,
sparing Saul’s life even when opportunity and pressure invite him to act decisively, because he
fears the Lord more than he desires control. David also displays faith in repentance. When
confronted with his sin, he does not defend himself or shift blame, but casts himself upon God'’s
mercy, trusting that forgiveness and restoration come from the Lord alone.

Together, these moments reveal that biblical faith is not merely courage in battle or confidence
in decision-making, but enduring trust that submits to God’s rule in patience, obedience, and
humility across the whole of life.

Trust as the Shape of Faith

David’s faith is not passive belief. It is active trust expressed in obedience. Faith listens, waits,
acts, and endures. Trust in God shapes David’s response to danger, uncertainty, and
responsibility.
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The Psalms give voice to this trust. David acknowledges fear honestly, yet anchors his
confidence in the Lord’s presence and promises. Faith does not deny reality; it interprets reality
through confidence in God.

“Trust in the Lord, not circumstances, defines the posture of faithful obedience.”
Key Text: Psalm 27:1-3
Implications

David’s faith teaches that true faith is God-centered, not self-centered. Victory belongs to the
Lord. Faith does not rely on strength, strategy, or position, but on the character and promises of
God.

This faith finds its fulfillment in the gospel. Jesus, the greater Son of David, enters battle not
with earthly weapons but through obedience, suffering, and trust in the Father. Where David
defeats a visible enemy, Christ defeats sin, death, and the powers of darkness through the cross.
Salvation comes not through human strength, but through faith in God’s saving work.

Under the New Covenant, believers are called to live by the same posture of trust. Faith
expresses itself through dependence on God, obedience to His word, and confidence in Christ’s
finished work.

“Faith looks away from human ability and rests in the saving power of God.”
Living It Out This Week

Identify a situation where fear or self-reliance has shaped your response. Bring that situation
before the Lord in prayer, seeking to respond with trust rather than control.

This week, practice faith by intentionally inquiring of the Lord—through prayer and Scripture—
before making a significant decision, trusting that obedience honors God even when outcomes
remain uncertain.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Justice, examining how faith shapes righteous leadership and
concern for the vulnerable.

Read 2 Samuel 8:15-18, 2 Samuel 9, and Psalm 101 before Week 5.
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Week 5 — David and Justice
(Based on Chapter 7 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine justice as an essential expression of faithful kingship. Scripture presents
David not only as a warrior and worshiper, but as a judge entrusted with administering God'’s
justice among God'’s people. David’s rule reveals that justice is not optional for God’s king. It is a
defining responsibility rooted in God’s character and revealed in God’s law.

Scripture Readings
Read these passages before the group meets
e Deuteronomy 17:14-20
e 2Samuel 8:15-18
e 2Samuel 9
e Psalm 72
e Psalm 146
e Isaiah 11:1-5
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.
1. According to Deuteronomy 17, how is the king’s pursuit of justice shaped by God’s law?
2. What does 2 Samuel 8:15 tell us about David’s priorities as king?

3. How does David’s treatment of Mephibosheth in 2 Samuel 9 reflect justice shaped by
mercy?

4. What aspects of God’s justice stand out to you in Psalm 1467?
5. How does Psalm 72 describe both the positive and negative work of justice?
David’s Role as Judge

Scripture describes David’s reign with a summary statement: “David administered justice and
righteousness for all his people” (2 Samuel 8:15). Justice is not peripheral to David’s kingship. It
is central. As king, David is responsible to ensure that God’s standards govern life within the
nation.

Justice in Israel is not defined by royal preference or cultural consensus. It is anchored in God’s
revealed law. Deuteronomy 17 requires the king to write for himself a copy of the Torah, to read
it daily, and to obey it carefully without deviation. Faithful rule depends on faithful submission
to God’s word.

Justice flows from obedience. Where the king lives under God’s law, the people flourish.
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Justice and Kingship in the Prophetic Witness

The prophets consistently connect justice with the hope for a faithful Davidic ruler. They look
forward to a king who will reign wisely by establishing righteousness and justice in the land
(Isaiah 9:7; 11:1-5; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15).

This future king does not merely govern efficiently. He reflects God’s own character. Justice is
the visible expression of covenant faithfulness. The prophetic hope makes clear that true
kingship is measured not by power or expansion, but by righteousness and care for the
vulnerable.

The standard for this justice remains the Torah. The king rules faithfully only when his authority
remains tethered to God’s word.

Divine Justice — Psalm 146

Psalm 146 shifts attention from human rulers to God Himself. The psalm calls Israel to trust not
in mortal princes, who cannot save, but in the eternal King who reigns forever.

God’s justice is described through action. He executes justice for the oppressed, gives food to
the hungry, sets prisoners free, opens blind eyes, lifts the bowed down, and watches over the
vulnerable. Divine justice flows from God’s faithfulness. It is not reactive or selective. It is
consistent with who God is.

David’s task as king is to reflect this divine justice in human governance.
Royal Justice — Psalm 72

Psalm 72 describes the calling of the king to administer justice. The king is called to “defend” the
cause of the poor—a term that encompasses maintaining justice in the royal court.

This justice has two dimensions. First, it includes positive action: saving, delivering, rescuing,
and helping the vulnerable. The king must take initiative to protect those who suffer oppression
and violence.

Second, justice includes negative action: confronting and crushing those who exploit the weak.
Faithful justice does not merely comfort victims. It restrains evil. The king must act courageously
against injustice for the sake of righteousness.

Justice requires both compassion and resolve.
Implications

David’s pursuit of justice reveals that God’s people are called to reflect God’s character in the
world. Justice is not optional. It is an expression of covenant faithfulness. God’s king is
measured not only by power or success, but by faithfulness to God’s righteous purposes on
behalf of God’s people.

This calling reaches its fulfillment in Christ, the greater Son of David. Jesus embodies perfect
justice—defending the vulnerable, confronting oppression, and ultimately defeating sin and
death. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Christ establishes the foundation for true and
lasting justice. What David pursued imperfectly, Christ accomplishes fully.
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Under the New Covenant, believers live under Christ’s reign and are called to participate in His
mission. Christians serve as agents of justice in the world, reflecting Christ’s rule through both a
positive agenda—protecting and restoring the vulnerable—and a negative agenda—resisting
and opposing injustice. Justice shaped by the gospel is neither passive nor partisan. It is faithful,
courageous, and grounded in obedience to God.

Scripture also holds justice and judgment together without collapsing one into the other. Justice
without judgment becomes sentimentality—it names compassion yet lacks the courage to
confront evil or restrain oppression. Judgment without mercy becomes tyranny—it enforces
order without concern for restoration or for the vulnerable. Psalm 72 preserves this balance.
The king is called both to save the poor and to crush the oppressor. True justice therefore
requires positive action on behalf of the weak and decisive action against those who exploit
them.

This tension finds its final resolution in Christ. At His first coming, Jesus embodies mercy by
bearing judgment for sinners. At His return, He will execute perfect justice, setting all things
right. Christian engagement with justice is therefore shaped by hope, patience, and courage—
working for righteousness now while trusting that final judgment belongs to the returning King.

Living It Out This Week

Identify one situation where injustice is present—whether through neglect, oppression, or
silence. Consider how obedience to Christ calls for action rather than indifference.

This week, pursue justice intentionally: protect someone vulnerable, speak truth where injustice
persists, or resist a pattern that harms others. Let your actions reflect confidence that Christ
reigns and that His justice will ultimately prevail.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Unity, exploring how justice and covenant faithfulness shape
the unity of God’s people.

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 2 Samuel 19:8-15, and Psalm 133 before Week 6.
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Week 6 — David and Unity
(Based on Chapter 8 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine unity as a defining fruit of faithful kingship and covenant worship.
Scripture presents David as a unifying figure whose leadership gathers God’s people around
God’s presence. Unity in Israel is not achieved through political maneuvering or forced
conformity, but through shared worship of the Lord who dwells among His people.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
e 2 Samuel 5:1-5
e 2Samuel 6:12-19

Psalm 122

Psalm 133

e Deuteronomy 16:16-17
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.
1. What factors contribute to Israel’s unity in 2 Samuel 5:1-5?
2. How does worship function as a unifying force in 2 Samuel 6?
3. What emotions and attitudes dominate Psalm 122?
4. How do the Psalms of Ascent shape Israel’s understanding of communal worship?
5. What threatens unity when worship is displaced or diminished?
David and the Unity of the Kingdom

David’s kingship marks a turning point in Israel’s unity. After years of division, the tribes gather
together and affirm David as king. This unity does not arise merely from political stability or
military success. It flows from covenant recognition. Israel acknowledges that David has been
chosen by the Lord to shepherd His people.

Unity is rooted in shared submission to God’s purposes. David does not unify Israel by asserting
dominance, but by leading the people toward God’s presence and promises.

Unity Threatened and Restored

Israel’s unity under David is real, yet fragile. Scripture does not present unity as automatic or
permanent. It is repeatedly threatened by sin. Tribal loyalties resurface, personal ambition
disrupts covenant bonds, and Absalom’s rebellion exposes how quickly unity can fracture when
authority is pursued apart from submission to God. Absalom appeals to regional identity,
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personal grievance, and popular approval, drawing the people away from covenant loyalty and
plunging the nation back into division.

Unity is restored not through force or manipulation, but through God’s covenant purposes and
renewed worship. David’s return to Jerusalem, the re-gathering of the tribes, and the re-
centering of life around the presence of the Lord reveal how God heals division. Worship draws
the people back together, reminding them that their identity is not rooted in tribe, personality,
or power, but in shared devotion to the Lord. Unity endures only when God’s people are
gathered again around God'’s presence and God’s promises.

The Psalms of Ascent — Worship on the Way

The Psalms of Ascent reflect Israel’s pilgrim worship as the people journey together to
Jerusalem. These psalms reveal that worship was not a begrudging duty performed at set times,
but a joyful, communal expression of covenant life.

Traveling to worship involved sacrifice, effort, and time—often during the busiest seasons of life.
Yet Scripture presents this journey as a source of joy rather than burden. Worship gathered the
people physically and spiritually, reinforcing their shared identity as God’s redeemed
community.

Unity is formed on the road to worship before it is expressed in the courts of worship.

Psalm 122 — Joyful Unity in Worship

III

Psalm 122 offers a window into the heart of Israel’s worship. The psalm begins with delight:
was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.”” Worship is anticipated
with joy, not obligation.

The language of the psalm is deeply communal. “Let us go.” Worship is never private or
individualistic. It draws God’s people together into a shared encounter with the Lord. Jerusalem
is praised not merely as a city, but as the place where God’s people gather in unity under God'’s
rule.

Worship establishes peace, stability, and fellowship among the people. To seek the peace of
Jerusalem is to seek the flourishing of God’s worshiping community.

Worship as the Engine of Unity

David’s leadership consistently directs attention toward worship. The ark’s return to Jerusalem,
the organization of worship, and the composition of psalms all serve to unite the nation around
God’s presence.

Worship shapes unity by reordering priorities. It reminds God’s people who reigns, what matters
most, and who they are together. When worship is central, unity follows. When worship is
neglected, division soon appears.

Unity is sustained not by agreement on preferences, but by shared devotion to the Lord.
Implications

David and unity teach that worship is not a secondary activity of God’s people. It is the primary
means by which God forms and preserves unity.
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Under the New Covenant, the people of God are gathered not around a city or temple, but
around Christ. Jesus unites His people through His saving work and gathers them into one body
through worship, word, and sacrament. Unity is not manufactured. It is received and practiced.

The church’s unity is strengthened when worship is joyful, God-centered, and communal. When
worship becomes consumer-driven, optional, or individualized, unity weakens. When worship is
cherished, shared, and prioritized, unity deepens.

Christians are called to protect unity by committing themselves to gathered worship, praying for
the peace of the church, and resisting forces that fragment God’s people. Unity is not preserved
through silence or avoidance, but through faithful participation in the life of worship God has
given.

Unity flourishes where worship is central.
Living It Out This Week

Examine your posture toward gathered worship. Consider whether worship feels like obligation
or joy, isolation or community.

This week, pursue unity by engaging intentionally in worship—arriving prepared, participating
fully, and encouraging others to join in joyful devotion to the Lord.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Worship, focusing more closely on how worship shapes
obedience, reverence, and joy before the Lord.

Read 2 Samuel 6:1-23, Psalm 24, and Psalm 96 before Week 7.
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Week 7 — David and Worship
(Based on Chapter 9 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine worship as the central calling of God’s covenant people. David’s reign
marks a decisive development in Israel’s worship life, centered on the Ark of the Covenant and
expressed through joyful, reverent, and richly musical praise. Scripture presents worship as
God-centered, ordered by God’s word, and formative for the life of the community.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
e 2 Samuel 6:1-23
e 1 Chronicles 15-16

Psalm 24

Psalm 96

e Psalm 150

Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.
1. What does the Ark represent in Israel’s worship life?

2. What changes do you observe between the first and second attempts to bring the Ark to
Jerusalem?

3. How does 1 Chronicles 15—16 describe the role of music and speech in worship?
4. What themes dominate the psalms associated with Davidic worship?
5. How do reverence and joy function together in biblical worship?

The Ark and the Center of Worship

The Ark of the Covenant symbolized the dwelling presence of the Lord among His people. By
bringing the Ark to Jerusalem, David deliberately placed worship at the center of Israel’s
national life. Political unity, military success, and cultural stability all flow outward from the
presence of God.

The Ark’s movement marks a transition. Worship is no longer confined to distant or fragmented
locations. David gathers the people around God’s presence, reinforcing that Israel’s identity
depends on the Lord dwelling among them.

The judgment that occurs during the first attempt to move the Ark reveals that worship must be
shaped by obedience. God’s holiness cannot be managed or improvised. Sincerity without
submission leads to distortion.
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A New Phase of Worship

David’s organization of worship represents a significant development within Israel’s covenant
life. While remaining faithful to Mosaic instruction, David expands and enriches Israel’s worship
practices. This new phase does not replace the law; it deepens the expression of praise within
its boundaries.

Worship becomes more visibly communal, more musically developed, and more verbally
expressive. The Ark’s centrality reshapes Israel’s rhythm of life, making worship a daily, joyful,
and formative practice rather than an occasional obligation.

This development prepares the way for a fuller expression of worship grounded in God’s
presence and grace.

Musical and Verbal Worship (1 Chronicles 15-16)

First Chronicles 15—16 provides a detailed picture of the breadth of worship cultivated under
David’s leadership. David appoints Levites to minister before the Ark, establishing a structured
ministry of praise.

This ministry is explicitly verbal and expressive. According to 1 Chronicles 16:4, the Levites are
appointed “to make petition, to give thanks, and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel.” Worship
includes prayer, thanksgiving, and proclamation. It addresses God directly and instructs God’s
people.

David not only commissions worship; he composes it. Scripture identifies David as “the singer of
the songs of Israel” (2 Samuel 23:1). Worship is therefore not merely functional or institutional.
It is poetic, theological, and deeply personal.

Music serves truth. Songs carry theology into the hearts of the people, shaping faith, memory,
and obedience.

Psalms for Worship

The psalms associated with David’s worship reveal the full range of covenant devotion. They call
the people to rejoice, fear, repent, trust, and hope. Worship engages the whole person—mind,
heart, and voice.

These psalms proclaim God’s kingship, celebrate His faithfulness, and invite all creation to
respond. Worship becomes the means by which Israel remembers who God is and who they are
as His people.

Implications

David and worship teach that worship lies at the center of the life of God’s people. Worship is
not a tool for achieving another goal. It is the goal itself.

As John Piper has argued, the purpose of the church is not ultimately anthropocentric—the
salvation of human souls—but theocentric—the glory and worship of God. Salvation exists
because worship does not. Where worship flourishes, the church understands its true purpose.

David’s expansion of musical worship also challenges God’s people to avoid equating
faithfulness with a single style or medium. Some associate worship exclusively with organ,
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piano, and choir. Others equate worship with guitars, drums, and worship teams. Scripture
resists both reductions.

David’s worship includes variety, richness, and creativity, all governed by devotion to the Lord.

Faithful worship values substance over style and truth over preference. The question is never
whether worship feels familiar or contemporary, but whether it is God-centered, Scripture-
shaped, and offered with reverent joy.

Under the New Covenant, worship is fulfilled and transformed in Christ. Jesus brings God’s

presence to His people and gathers them into true worshipers who worship in spirit and truth.

Worship remains central, formative, and essential for the life of the church.

Living It Out This Week

Examine how worship functions in your life. Consider whether it is central or peripheral, shaped

by convenience or conviction.

This week, engage worship intentionally—singing truthfully, listening attentively, and
participating joyfully—seeking not personal preference but the glory of God.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Temple, focusing on God’s desire to dwell with His people
and the promise of a greater house still to come.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-13, 1 Kings 8:22—-30, and Psalm 132 before Week 8.
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Week 8 — David and Temple
(Based on Chapter 10 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we examine God’s dwelling with His people through the tabernacle and the temple,
and how David plays a decisive role in advancing this purpose. Scripture presents the temple
not as a monument to human achievement, but as the place where God graciously chooses to
dwell among His people. David’s desire to build the temple reveals a longing that ultimately
finds fulfillment in Christ and extends to the life of the church.

Scripture Readings
Read these passages before the group meets
e Exodus 25:8-9
e 2 Samuel 7:1-17
e 1 Chronicles 22:1-10
e 1Kings 8:22-30
e Ezekiel 10:18-19; 43:1-5
e John 1:14; 2:19-22
e 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.
1. What purpose does God give for the tabernacle in Exodus 25?
2. Why does David desire to build a temple, and why does God redirect that desire?

3. How is David instrumental in the temple’s construction even though he does not build
it?

4. What does Solomon emphasize about prayer in his temple dedication?
5. How do the New Testament texts redefine God’s dwelling place?
The Tabernacle — God Dwelling with His People

The story of the temple begins with the tabernacle. In the wilderness, God commands Israel to
build a dwelling place so that He might live among them (Exodus 25:8). The tabernacle is not
primarily about ritual or architecture. It is about presence. God chooses to dwell with a
redeemed people, guiding them by His glory and meeting them by grace.

The tabernacle communicates both intimacy and holiness. God is near, yet not casual. Access is
provided, yet regulated. The design, furnishings, and rituals are carefully ordered, teaching
Israel that God’s presence is a gift that must be approached according to His word.
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This pattern establishes the theological foundation for everything that follows.
David and the Desire for a Temple

When David is settled in Jerusalem and the Ark has been brought into the city, a tension
emerges. David dwells in a palace while the Ark remains in a tent. His desire to build a temple is
not driven by pride, but by reverence. He longs to honor the Lord with a permanent dwelling
place.

God affirms David’s desire yet redirects it. David will not build the temple, but his son will. Even
so, David is far from sidelined. He gathers materials, organizes worship, commissions plans, and
prepares the people. God Himself provides the design and direction for what the temple will be.

David’s role teaches that faithfulness is not measured by completing visible projects, but by
obedient participation in God’s unfolding purposes.

The Temple as a Place of Prayer

When Solomon dedicates the temple, he identifies its central purpose: prayer. The temple is to
be a place where God hears His people, forgives sin, and restores relationship. Solomon
repeatedly appeals to God to listen from heaven when prayers are offered toward this place (1
Kings 8).

The temple therefore functions as a meeting point between heaven and earth. It is not a
container for God, but a gracious provision where God invites His people to call upon His name.
Prayer stands at the heart of temple theology.

Glory Lost and Glory Promised

Solomon’s hope that the temple would be “a place for you to dwell forever” (1 Kings 8:13) is not
realized. Persistent rebellion by Israel and her kings defiles the land, the city, and even the
temple itself. The most devastating moment comes when the glory of the Lord departs the
temple, as witnessed by Ezekiel (Ezekiel 10). For a priest, this vision is unbearable.

Yet Ezekiel also sees hope. He envisions a day when the glory of the Lord will return to the
temple (Ezekiel 43). This promise hangs unresolved at the close of the Old Testament.

David’s Temple, the Messiah, and the Church

That unresolved hope finds fulfillment in Christ. When Jesus comes, John describes His
incarnation in tabernacle language: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
God’s glory returns, not to a building, but to a person—full of grace and truth.

)

Jesus identifies Himself as the true temple. When He speaks of destroying the temple and
raising it in three days, He refers to His body. Christ is now the place of God’s dwelling, the
means of access to God’s presence, and the fulfillment of the temple’s purpose.

The story does not end there. Through Christ, God’s presence now dwells in His people. The
apostle Paul declares that believers are the temple of God and that the Spirit lives within them.
What the tabernacle anticipated and the temple symbolized becomes a lived reality for the
church.
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As a result, the goal of David’s temple and the goal of the incarnation converge: God dwelling
with His people in the fullness of His grace and holiness.

Implications

David and the temple remind us that God’s desire has always been to dwell with His people.
Sacred space gives way to sacred people. Access once limited now stands open through Christ.

This truth reshapes how believers understand worship, prayer, and holiness. God’s presence is
no longer confined to a building, yet it remains weighty and transformative. The church is called
to live as the dwelling place of God—marked by prayer, purity, and faithful witness.

Where God dwells, He transforms. Where He is welcomed, His glory is revealed.
Living It Out This Week

Reflect on how you approach God’s presence. Consider whether prayer functions as a central
rhythm of your life or a secondary habit.

This week, practice intentional prayer—approaching God through Christ with confidence,
reverence, and gratitude, remembering that He dwells with His people by His Spirit.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Faithfulness, focusing on God'’s steadfast commitment to His
promises despite human failure.

Read 2 Samuel 23:1-7, Psalm 89, and Lamentations 3:31-33 before Week 9.
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Week 9 — David and Faithfulness
(Based on Chapter 11 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)
Study Focus

This week, we examine covenant faithfulness as a defining mark of David’s life and a central
attribute of God Himself. Scripture presents David’s faithfulness through his loyal love toward
Jonathan and his kindness toward Mephibosheth. These acts reveal that true faithfulness is not
sentiment or nostalgia. It is covenant loyalty rooted in the character of the Lord and expressed
in steadfast, costly commitment.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
e Exodus 34:6-7

1 Samuel 20:12-17

e 2Samuel 9
e Psalm 89:1-4, 28-37
e Luke 22:19-20
e Ephesians 2:1-7
Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1. In Exodus 34:6-7, what does God proclaim about His character, and how does that
shape covenant expectations?

2. In 1 Samuel 20, what does Jonathan ask of David, and how does he describe the kind of
loyalty he seeks?

3. In 2 Samuel 9, what motivates David’s search for a survivor from Saul’s house?

4. What details in 2 Samuel 9 highlight Mephibosheth’s helplessness and David’s
generosity?

5. How do these stories prepare you to understand the gospel’s grace and God’s
faithfulness to sinners?

Hesed — Covenant Faithfulness

At the center of this lesson is a key biblical word: hesed. The term describes the loyalty
expected of those who have entered covenant relationship. It is used consistently of God’s
loyalty to His covenant people and appears regularly in the core recitations of God’s character
and covenant love (Exodus 20:6; 34:6-7).

Hesed is not mere kindness. It is steadfast love expressed as covenant loyalty. It binds promise
to action. It reflects a commitment that endures through time, cost, and changing
circumstances.
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Jonathan makes this explicit when he asks David to show him “the steadfast love of the LORD”
(1 Samuel 20:14). The source of covenant faithfulness is the Lord Himself. Jonathan’s request is
shaped by God’s character, not personal advantage.

In Hebrew the term is hesed, describing covenant loyalty. Its source is the Lord, which is why
Jonathan qualifies it as “like that of the LORD” (1 Samuel 20:14).

David and Jonathan — Covenant Loyalty Tested

The story of David and Jonathan reveals covenant faithfulness under pressure. Jonathan loves
David, yet Jonathan is Saul’s son. Loyalty to David will cost Jonathan position, comfort, and
perhaps even life. Yet Jonathan binds himself to David in covenant and appeals to hesed.

Jonathan’s request in 1 Samuel 20 is not sentimental friendship language. It is covenant speech.
He asks David for faithful love now and for faithful love toward his household in the future. He
asks for loyalty beyond Jonathan’s lifetime.

This covenant loyalty is immediately tested. Saul’s hostility escalates. David becomes a fugitive.
Jonathan’s house rises in opposition to David’s future kingship. In that setting, covenant
faithfulness becomes costly. David’s later actions show that he takes Jonathan’s covenant
seriously, even when keeping it yields no political advantage.

David and Mephibosheth — Faithfulness in Action

2 Samuel 9 shows covenant faithfulness embodied. David asks a searching question: “Is there
anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” David’s
motivation is not strategy. It is covenant loyalty.

Mephibosheth is introduced as weak and vulnerable. He is lame in both feet. He belongs to the
fallen house of Saul. He has no leverage and no claim. He expects judgment, not mercy. Yet
David grants him what he could never secure for himself.

David restores Saul’s land to Mephibosheth and grants him a permanent place at the king’s
table. He receives security, provision, and belonging. The text emphasizes that Mephibosheth
eats at David’s table “like one of the king’s sons.” Covenant faithfulness does not merely spare
him. It adopts him into the privileges of the household.

This is hesed with substance—faithful love expressed through concrete generosity and lasting
commitment.

“Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can show kindness for Jonathan’s
sake?” (2 Samuel 9:1)

Implications

David’s covenant faithfulness is meant to lift the eyes of God’s people to the Lord Himself. Hesed
is first God’s attribute before it becomes David’s practice. The Lord keeps covenant love. The
Lord remains faithful even when His people fail. David’s loyalty to Jonathan and his kindness to
Mephibosheth reflect the shape of God’s own faithfulness.

This theme reaches its fullness in the gospel. The covenant faithfulness of God does not remain
a general disposition. It takes form in Christ. God keeps His promises by giving His Son. Jesus
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establishes the New Covenant through His blood. The loyalty God requires is the loyalty God
provides.

Mephibosheth functions as a living picture of grace. He is helpless, unable to restore himself,
belonging to a fallen house, expecting judgment. David seeks him. David brings him near. David
grants him inheritance. David seats him at the table. The gospel moves the same way. God seeks
sinners who cannot save themselves. He brings them near through Christ. He grants them
inheritance they did not earn. He gives them a place at the table as sons and daughters.

Christian faith rests on this covenant faithfulness. Assurance grows not from personal strength
but from God’s steadfast love in Christ. Obedience becomes the fruit of hesed received, not a
price paid to earn it. The church becomes a community shaped by covenant loyalty—truthful,
steadfast, forgiving, and committed—because God has shown covenant faithfulness “like that of
the LORD” to us.

Living It Out This Week

Identify one relationship where faithfulness has been reduced to convenience, emotion, or
avoidance. Consider what covenant loyalty requires—truthfulness, steadiness, and costly love.

This week, practice hesed in a concrete way: keep a promise, pursue reconciliation, extend
mercy to someone vulnerable, or remain steadfast where withdrawal would be easier.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will study David and Sin, examining how covenant faithfulness faces human
failure and where true hope is found when God’s people fall.

Read 2 Samuel 11-12, Psalm 51, and Romans 3:21-26 before Week 10.
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Week 10 — David and Sin
(Based on Chapter 12 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we confront the reality of sin in the life of God’s chosen king. Scripture does not
sanitize David’s failure. It exposes it fully. Yet it also reveals the path of repentance, forgiveness,
and restoration grounded in God’s grace. David’s sin and repentance teach us both the
seriousness of sin and the hope that remains for sinners who turn to the Lord.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets
e 2 Samuel 11-12
e Psalm51

Psalm 32

Romans 6:1-4

e 1John1:5-10

Pre-Session Reflection
Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1. What steps lead from temptation to transgression in 2 Samuel 11?

2. How does Nathan confront David, and why is this method effective?

3. What stands out to you about David’s confession in 2 Samuel 12:13?

4. What themes dominate Psalm 517?

5. How do forgiveness and consequences function together in this narrative?
David’s Sin — Exposed, Not Excused

David'’s sin with Bathsheba marks a turning point in his life and reign. The narrative of 2 Samuel
11 unfolds deliberately. David neglects his responsibilities, indulges desire, abuses power, and
attempts concealment. Sin progresses from private indulgence to public injustice, culminating in
the death of Uriah.

Scripture refuses to minimize David’s actions. The king who once defended the weak now
exploits them. The shepherd who trusted the Lord now trusts deception and force. David’s fall
shows that spiritual maturity and past faithfulness do not immunize anyone from sin.

Confrontation and Confession

God sends Nathan, not to destroy David, but to restore him. Nathan’s parable bypasses David’s
defenses and exposes his guilt. When confronted, David offers no justification, explanation, or
excuse. He simply says, “I have sinned against the LORD” (2 Samuel 12:13).
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This brief confession reveals the heart of true repentance. David names his sin honestly and
places himself entirely at God’s mercy. Repentance begins where self-defense ends.

Psalm 51 — The Shape of True Repentance

Psalm 51 gives voice to David’s inner response. The psalm is not primarily about consequences
or reputation. It is about God. David appeals to God’s steadfast love and abundant mercy. He
acknowledges that his sin is ultimately against the Lord and that forgiveness must come from
God alone.

David does not ask for superficial relief. He asks for cleansing, renewal, and transformation. He
longs for a clean heart and a right spirit. True repentance desires restoration of relationship, not
merely removal of punishment.

Psalm 51 also shows that repentance is hopeful. David believes that God delights in broken and
contrite hearts. Grace is not earned by repentance, but repentance is the posture that receives
grace.

Sin, Grace, and Consequences

As we see David’s struggle with sin, we also see the kind of struggle we all face. David’s sin was
not merely a private affair. It affected his family, Uriah’s family, and ultimately the entire nation.
Sin always carries communal consequences. It spreads outward into families, churches,
workplaces, and communities of influence.

Yet this event also reminds us that there is a way forward. Where sin abounds, grace abounds
all the more. David’s penitential response—*“| have sinned against the LORD” —rests on
confidence in the grace God extends to those who confess their guilt. Forgiveness is real and
life-giving.

At the same time, forgiveness does not erase consequences. God spares David’s life, yet He does
not remove the promised discipline from David’s household. Grace restores relationship, but it
does not make sin harmless. This warns us against the folly of presuming upon grace—of “going
on sinning so that grace may increase” (Romans 6:1). Grace rescues sinners; it does not excuse
sin.

Implications

David and sin teach us to take both holiness and grace seriously. Sin must be named, not
managed. Confession must be honest, not partial. Repentance must be real, not performative.

The gospel provides the ultimate answer to the problem David exposes. Jesus, the true Son of
David, bears the judgment David deserved. At the cross, mercy and justice meet. Forgiveness
flows not because sin is overlooked, but because it is judged in Christ.

For believers, this means there is no sin beyond the reach of God’s grace and no repentance
God will despise. It also means there is no sin without consequence and no grace that
encourages complacency. The Christian life is marked by ongoing repentance, renewed
obedience, and deep gratitude for mercy received.

Living It Out This Week
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Examine your own life honestly before the Lord. Consider where sin may be hidden, minimized,
or rationalized.

This week, practice repentance by naming sin plainly before God, trusting His grace, and turning
deliberately toward obedience. Where appropriate, pursue reconciliation and accountability,
remembering that confession leads not to condemnation, but to healing and restoration.

Looking Ahead

Next week we will conclude the study with David and Messiah, tracing how David’s life points
beyond itself to the greater King who fulfills every promise.

Read Psalm 110, Isaiah 9:6—7, and Matthew 1:1-17 before Week 11.
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Week 11 — David and Messiah
(Based on Chapter 13 of After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David)

Study Focus

This week, we come to the culmination of the story of David. Scripture presents David not as
the end of God’s purposes, but as a signpost pointing forward to the true King. The prophets
nurture Israel’s hope for a Davidic Messiah, and the New Testament declares that this hope
finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. As Easter approaches, we trace how promise becomes person
and how expectation gives way to fulfillment.

Scripture Readings

Read these passages before the group meets

Genesis 49:8-12

2 Samuel 7:12-16

Psalm 89

Isaiah 9:6—7; 11:1-5
Jeremiah 23:5-6

Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24-28
Micah 5:2

Zechariah 9:9-10

Matthew 1:1-17

Luke 1:32-33

Pre-Session Reflection

Answer these questions in advance and bring your notes to the discussion.

1.

LA

What tensions do you notice in Psalm 89 between God’s promises and Israel’s
experience?

How do the prophets describe the coming Davidic ruler differently from historical kings?
What qualities of David are intensified or perfected in the prophetic vision?
How does the New Testament identify Jesus with these promises?

How does messianic hope shape how believers live now?

Psalm 89 — Promise Held in Tension

Psalm 89 stands as one of the most important reflections on the Davidic covenant. The psalm
celebrates God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, rehearsing the promise of an everlasting
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throne. Yet it also gives voice to crisis. The crown appears cast down. The king is humiliated.
God’s promises seem contradicted by history.

The psalm refuses to resolve the tension cheaply. It does not abandon God'’s covenant, nor does
it deny the reality of suffering. Instead, it clings to God’s character. Psalm 89 teaches Israel how
to wait—to protest faithfully, to remember boldly, and to hope stubbornly in the promises of
God even when fulfillment seems delayed.

The Prophetic Witness — A Hope Preserved

After the collapse of David’s monarchy, the prophets become guardians of messianic hope. They
insist that God has not abandoned His promise.

Isaiah envisions a righteous ruler from David’s line whose reign will establish justice, peace, and
everlasting dominion (Isa. 9; 11).

Jeremiah promises a “righteous Branch” who will reign wisely and bring salvation (Jer. 23; 33).

Ezekiel, speaking amid exile, proclaims that God will raise up “my servant David” as shepherd
and king over a restored people (Ezek. 34; 37).

Hosea, Amos, and Micah reaffirm that God’s purposes will not fail—that David’s fallen tent will
be restored and a ruler will arise from Bethlehem (Hos. 3; Amos 9; Mic. 5).

Haggai and Zechariah, addressing a discouraged post-exilic community, reignite hope by
pointing to a coming king who will rule in humility and power, bringing peace to the nations
(Hag. 2; Zech. 9).

Together, these voices sustain Israel through centuries of disappointment. The prophets teach
the people to wait for a king unlike any they have known.

Jesus Christ — The Fulfillment of the Promise

This long line of prophetic witnesses highlights an enduring hope for the Davidic royal line. As
discussed at the outset of this study, the New Testament writers clearly identify Jesus as this
royal Messiah, in whom all these hopes for David’s line find fulfillment.

God'’s promise expressed through Jacob’s blessing of Judah in Genesis 49, formalized in God’s
covenant with David in 2 Samuel 7, reaches its fulfillment in all its dimensions only in Jesus
Christ. He is born of David’s line. He embodies David’s faith, righteousness, humility, and
obedience—yet without David’s sin.

The prophetic passages that nurtured Israel’s hope through the devastation of the sixth century
B.C. became essential to the early church. The apostles did not invent a messianic interpretation
of Jesus; they recognized Him as the fulfillment of what Scripture had long promised. These
texts shaped Christian preaching, theological reflection, and apologetic witness as believers
traced how God’s promises had come true in Christ.

Jesus reigns now as the risen Son of David. Yet the prophets also guide the church toward what
remains to be fulfilled. The Messiah who came in humility will return in glory. The kingdom
inaugurated at the first advent will be consummated at the second.
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For those living long after the first coming, these texts both encourage and challenge us. They
confirm that Jesus fulfills perfectly what David foreshadowed, and they call us to live as a
messianic community—people shaped by the values of the King we serve.

Implications

David and Messiah bring the entire study into focus. The story has always been moving toward
Jesus. Covenant, kingship, faith, worship, justice, unity, faithfulness, and even sin find their
meaning in Him.

As the church awaits the return of Messiah Jesus, the Son of David, believers are called to live as
“Christ-ones” —people marked by obedience, humility, trust, repentance, worship, and hope.
The messianic hope does not lead to withdrawal from the world, but faithful presence within it.

Easter reminds us that the throne is not empty, the promise is not broken, and the King is not
absent. He reigns. He will return. And until He does, His people live as witnesses to the kingdom
that cannot fail.

Living It Out This Week

Reflect on how messianic hope shapes your daily life. Consider where fear, cynicism, or
impatience may have dulled your expectation of Christ’s reign.

This week, live deliberately as a citizen of Christ’s kingdom—anchoring your hope in His
resurrection, trusting His promises, and bearing witness to the King who has come and will
come again.

Looking Ahead

As Easter approaches, we turn our attention from promise to victory—from the throne
anticipated to the cross and empty tomb that secure it. Read Psalm 110, Isaiah 53, and Matthew
28:1-10 as you prepare to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of David and Lord
of all.
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From the Son of David to the Risen Lord

The story of David trains us to wait for a King. Every covenant promise, every prophetic word,
every psalm of hope presses Israel—and us—toward the question: Who will finally sit on David’s
throne and reign forever? Week 11 answered that question with clarity. Jesus of Nazareth is the
promised Son of David. In Him, God’s covenant purposes reach their fulfillment.

Yet Easter forces us to ask a deeper question: What kind of King is He?

The prophets prepared us for a Messiah who would rule with righteousness and justice, yet they
also hinted at suffering, rejection, and apparent defeat. Psalm 89 celebrates an eternal throne
and then cries out in confusion when the crown lies in the dust. Isaiah promises an everlasting
kingdom and then speaks of a Servant who is crushed. The Old Testament refuses easy
resolutions. It leaves us longing for a victory that comes through a path we would never choose.

The Gospels tell us that Jesus enters Jerusalem as David’s Son, welcomed with shouts of praise.
Within days, that same city rejects Him. He is crowned with thorns, lifted on a cross, and buried
in a borrowed tomb. From every visible angle, it looks like the final collapse of messianic hope.

The King is dead. The promise appears broken.

But Easter reveals what the prophets were straining to see.

The resurrection declares that Jesus did not lose His throne by going to the cross—He secured
it. Death did not defeat the Son of David; it bowed before Him. The empty tomb is God’s public
vindication of Jesus’ kingship. The resurrection announces that sin has been judged, the curse
has been broken, and the kingdom of God has been inaugurated in power.

Easter teaches us how to read the whole story rightly. David’s victories and failures, Israel’s hope
and exile, the prophets’ promises and laments—all of it moves toward this moment. The King
reigns because He died and rose again. The throne stands because the tomb is empty.

Resurrection Sunday therefore calls us not only to rejoice, but to realignment. If Jesus is risen,
then He is reigning. If He is reigning, then our lives belong to Him. Easter is not merely the
celebration of forgiveness; it is the announcement of lordship. The risen Christ claims
allegiance, obedience, worship, and hope.

As we move from studying David and Messiah to celebrating the resurrection, we do so with
confidence. The promises have been kept. The King has come. The kingdom has begun. And the
risen Son of David will return to finish what He has started.

“Christ is risen” is not a comforting slogan. It is a royal proclamation.

And it changes everything.
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